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hg HRISTIAN 


CONFESSIO 
of the late moite noble and 


mightie Prince, Friderich of that 
name the third, Count Palatinebyp Rhein, 
one ol the Electours of the holy Empire, and Dunkle 
in Batuirc: wherein conſt milie and meckelie he de⸗ 
parted out of this woꝛld the 26. of Octuber in 
the pere ol our Loꝛd God 1576. Taken 
wazd fo; woꝛd ont of his laſt will 
end teſtament. 
Whereunto is added the Lantgraue his 
anſivere to the French King. 
t. "Petri. 3. 


Be alwayesreadie to giue anſwere to cuerie man that aketh 
you a reaſon of the hope that is in you. 


Nan. e. 

If a man beleue Chriſt Ieſus with his heart, he ſhalbe * 

ous: Ifa man confeſſe him with his me uth, he ſhalbe ſaucd. 
Marth. . 

Whoſoeuer ſhall confi iſ: me before men, him will T2cknow- 
ledge before my Father which is i heauen: Butwhoſozucr ſhal 
denie me before men, him alſo will I denie before my Father 
which is in heauen. | 


Imprinted at London by Chriſtopher 
| Varkar. ANNO.1577- 


. vn, 


Iohn Caim mire ay the grace ok God 
Count Palatine by the Rhein, Duke in | 


Bauire & c. and appointed Lieutenant 
General] of the ſaid Palatinate be- 
fodes the Rhein, ſendeth greeting, 


eee the highe and 
mn htie prince, & our entire- 
loued Loxde and father, 
850 8 Friderich late Paltzgrave by 
the Rhein, and Elector of the 
holie empire, of worthie memorie, in the 
whole time of his gouernement, and eſpe- 
cially in the of our lord god 15 6 ö at 
the time of the diet holden at 3 
where he was preſent about the confeſsion 
of his chriſtian faith: and alſo in the Cathe- 
chiſme and booke of the reformation and 
orders of the churches in his dominions 
heretofore publiſhed , hath ſufficiently de- 
clared & witneſſed to the whole world, that 
neither he him ſelfe held or mainteined, nor 
in his landes and dominions had ſuffered to 
beſet forth and publiſhed, anie other kinde 
of religion then that which was in all partes 
2 vnto the doctrine of the holy pro- 
hace OI. ſcriptures, & beſides 
A2. conformable 


OC conformablewiththeconfekionofAugalta | 


and apologic thereof, as the ſame was allo- 
 wedof by the Princes & Eſtates. aſſembled 
at Nawmburg : yet ſithe the time of the 


departure of our ſaid lord and father out of 


this vale of miſerie, we haue partly our ſelues 
with our own.cares heard, and partly vnder- 


ſtoode from other places to our great grief, 


that it hath bene giuen out by ſome (al- 
though vntruelie) that our ſaid father before 
his death ſhould haue bene remoued from 
his former confeſsion, as though aforetimes 
he had proceeded to farre in ſuch matters. 
And albeit wee for our owne part, ſith the 


time that by the grace of God we were cal- 


led out of Poperie, haucalwayes taken and 
founde his ſaid Confeſsion to be no other- 


wiſe, then Chriſtian, & groũded in the infal- 


lible word of God, and eſpecially at the time 
ofthe ſaid dyet of Auguſta, where we atten- 
ded vpon our ſaid father, and by his com- 
mandemẽt exhibited the bookes of the ho- 
lie Bible and Confeſsion of Auguſta before 
the Electours and other Princes of the Em- 
pire then preſent, and the CommulSioners & 
Ambaſſadours of thoſe which were abſent. 
Out of which in our ſaid fathers behalf we 
deſired, that an other and better confeſs ange 
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might bee ſhewet! and taught vnto him: 
where ſeeing none of them brought any 
thing at al againſt our ſaid fathers confeſsiõ, 
wee were at that time the more confirmed 
therein: And ſince adcording to the ſame 
haue not onely with heart and mouth pro- 
feſſed, but alſo being accompanied with di- 
uers noble men, & other vertuous & honeſt 
perſones fearing God, haue at two ſeueral 
times ſufficiently in the face of the whole 
worlde witneſſed our zeale therein. And yet 
in like ſort ( as we haue bene enformed ) it 
hath bene imputed vnto vs, that if we were 
not wholy departed & remoued from our 
fathers ſaid Cofeſsion yetat the leſt we were 
become ſomewhat leſſe earneſt then before. 

For which cauſe ſeeing our ſaid Lord and 
father in the abſence of the noble & migh- 
tie Prince, Ludouick Palzgraue by the Rhein, 
now Electour of the holie Empire, our wel- 
beloued Lord and brother, about the ſpace 
ofone moneth before his departure called 
and ſent for vs in this place vnto him, where 


wwe remained with him ſtill vntill his ende, in 


which time we vnderſtoode from him ſelfe 
that not onely the aboue mentioned Con- 
feſsion heretofore publiſhed was with his 
owne hands made, A OR 

A iii. | 
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his laſt will and teſtament. And further are 
uitneſſes that we haue both heard & ſeene, 
that vntil his laſt breath he with good remẽ- 

brance and great conſtancie cõtinued in the 
profeſsion ot the ſame, and fo bleſſedly de- 
parted in our Lord Chriſt leſus. And where 

as afterwards our ſaid welbeloued brother 
comming hither, and with common cõſent 
opening the ſaid will and teſtament, which 

in the meane time remained not onely vn- 
touched by anie perſon, but alſo kept vnder 

the handes and ſeales of good and ſufficient 
witneſſes, and further was in euerie leafe ſub- 
ſcribed with our ſaid fathers ow ne hande: we 

not onely founde therein contained his a- 

boue mentioned Confeſsion, but alſo that 

we his children appointed executours of his 

ſaid laſt will, ypon paine of the auoiding of 

Gods diſpleaſure, anger and curſe, and eter- 

nall and worldly puniſhment, by vertue and 
power of Gods immutable precept of obe- 
dience due vnto him, were commanded and 
enioyned both to mainteine our (aid fathers 
confeſsion, and alſo to do our endeuours for 
the planting and ſpreading of it further. For 
which cauſe with a good conſcience (as we 
truſt) and alſo without any diſcredit or 5 . 
ce 


ſed the ſame to be written and inſerted in 
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:ndiceto our fathers ſaid will, and for diners 
other weightie and neceſſarie cauſes, wee 
2 
haue bene vntruely bruted and ſpred abroad 
to the contrarie, y to giue ich 2 

true teſtimonie of the ſaide matter, cauſi 
tor wo 


the ſaid Confeſsion as it was word 
written and inſerted in our fathers ſaid te- 
ſtament, to be 8 inted: To 


though to him chiefly) but alſo to his ſub- 
ie&es, Counſellours, officers, and eſpecially 
to the vniuerſitie here, the Schole, and mini- 
poſteritie, & euery 

conteined 
t be vn- 


vnderſtande their 
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of our common true and auncient Chriſtan 
faich, departed molt godlie out of this valeoſ 
m ſæie into euerlaſting ioye and quietnes. 
By which conteſsion as grounded vpon the 


right rocke Chriſt Teſus our Lord and Saui- 


our, and his moſt godlie worde, the right 
toucheſtone, we alſo through the helpe and 
aſsiſtance of almightię God, minde to perſe- 
u. re and continue vnto our laſt ende: and 
beſeche the almightic that he will not onely 
gratiouſly preſerue vs and all our fellowe 
members in Chriſt Ieſus, from all contrarie 
errours and deprauations, which by vnquiet 
and contentious perſons and members are 
moued in matters of religion and brought 
into the Church, but alſo mainteine & keepe 
in vs his knowen veritie, cõfort & ſtrengthen 
vs in all troubles and tentations, and of his 
goodnes once in theſe latter daies open the 
eyes and hearts of all Chriſtian people, that 
we may haue a regarde not vnto traditions 
of men or priuate affections, butonly to his 
moſt god worde as the truelt and infalli- 
| bleltline & direction of our conſciences 
and faithes, and graunt vnto vs all 

1 gr. „that brotherlie, Chri- 1417 
ſtian and due charitie mar 
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i ; l 
take place and dw well 
rare 


Reg 4. 78 4 


among vs. 2 


| he e fc N ESO & words - 
: following were 0 ſpoken by the 4 
ſaid kd Electour, = [ie 
| derſtanding & memorie, not long before 
| his death, after he had declared that hee 
perſiſted conſtant in his lad confeiſion 

7 whichfolloweth. | 
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Fhftthe ſaying of S, Paul, 1.7imorh.x; q 
This is a Godin truc and aſſured ſaying, and wor- 
thy by all meanes to be embraced, that Chriſt leſus 
came into the world to laue fianers, of vhom I am 
the chie fel. a 


The ſecond ſeying to them which Rood by. 
I haucliued1og ag for youll muſt alſo once 
liuc for my! Teibe. 


The thi. ' 

The gracious Lorde call me when it hall e 
him. I hñaue a joyfull & free tonſtienceinthe Lord 
leſus, whome haue ſerued wh allmy Wadde ag, 
render thankes vnto bim chat i haue liued ſe 
that in the churches endfcheolearnder my loa 


nion and charge, the 41 . — ders d& 


taught from traditions ol teue in bum 
4 # & . 1980 918. a 4 
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ſtian confeſton. 


58 In the name of the holie & vn⸗ 
diuided Trinity of God the Fa⸗ 
ther, the Sonne & the holy Ghoſt 


Wi Friderich by þ grace 


God Lount Palatine 
lectours of od 


Khetn,one Lok E 
holy Romaine Em- 
pire, Duke in Bauaria #c, con- 
feſſe and make knowẽ to all per⸗ 
ſons by theſe our letters, ic. 
CFirſt whereas we haue bene 
betoꝛe all 8 
— and reſolued out of gods 
that both euerlaſting and 
D alſo the woꝛidlie 


and tempozall pꝛoſperitie, peace, 
quietnes, concoꝛde, and good e⸗ 


ſtate ot᷑ all gouernements, pꝛin⸗ 


dchri- 


Chꝛiſtianlie 
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moſt alluredly mainteined and 
pzeſerued by 1 onely — 


the 110 5 
2 — in this life, as 
Wich cent ald the der he 


light o 

ſawe and ronfeſſe after a ſozte: 

and rom thente at the firſt theſe 

declarations and making of laſt 

wils (which men commonly call 

teſtamentes) tooke their begin⸗ 
nings: But eſpecially among Þ 


| oldefathers, patriarkes d 


religious perſons, they ſcemeto 


Ne Ada made to =_ 


e | 


ende, foz that they woulde lean 

after them vnto their childzen, 
heiresand ſucceſſours,acertaine 
token and witneſſe, whereby not 
only their laid ſucceſſours might 
—— pr nan what reli⸗ 
gion and taith theit foꝛefathetg 
were ok, which they had reteiued 


out of gods woꝛde by open teſti⸗ 


montcs, and wherin theyhad li⸗ 
ued holilye and vpꝛightely, and 
were gratiouſly mainteined, de= 
ended, and pꝛotected by almigh⸗ 
tie god and in the ende ſo died: 
but alſo » their tucceſloꝛs might 
haue moꝛe cauſe to be mouedth 
like bondes and ductic to folowe 
the chꝛiſtian footſteppes of their 
pꝛedeceſſoures, and to imitate 
their examples, and accoꝛding to 
the ſame to rule and mainetaine 
the people and countreys com⸗ 
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mitted to their charge, (if they 
did looke fox and deſired to enioye _ 
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bleſsinge 

ad: bene beſtowed vpon their 
crs: which thing appeareth 
by thc laſt wozdes bled by ſome 
of the patriarches# good King 
Dauid him ſelfe where he ſpea= 
keth to his ſonne Salomon af- 
ter this ſoꝛte: 


Be of good comforte and ſhewe thy ſelfe a man: 1 Reg. a. 
And attende or take heede vnto the charge of the 
Logs thy God, chat thou walke before him in his 
es, and keepe his precepts,commaundements, 
ments, and teſtimonies, as it is written in the 
1 of Moyſes, that thou maiſt proſper in all that 
thou doeſt, and whereunto ſoeuer thou turneſt thy 


ſelfe, that the Lord may confirme his word that he 


hath ſpoken ouer me and ſaid: If thy children ſhal 

take heede to their wayes, that they walke before 

me in trueth,and with all their hearrs, and with all 

their ſoules,there ſhall nor ar anie time a man be 

22 from my bodis to fir ypon the throne of 
ac 


So allo in like ſoꝛt as a chꝛi⸗ 
$9000 hg ee 
and hauing in 
four laſt wilmoꝛe regard y — 
ea 


bal chin Gi Head Rea 
temporall matters,which perilh 
and folowes depende of the 


— we eons thought oe goon opp 


— ey our conſcience, 


and foꝛ an —— declaration 
to our louing and deare ſonnes, 
heyres and ſucceſloures,# whole 
poſteritie,and alſo of all our true 
and faithful ſubtectes, and eue⸗ 
rie other whatſoeuer, to whom it 
may appertaine: in this our fa⸗ 

diſpoſition, teſtament and 
laſt will, to make an open & true 
| declaration of our that eue⸗ 
ry one may haue c know- 
ledge thereof, whereto we haue 
bene the rather induced foz p in 
thele latter daycs diucrs d ſun⸗ 
dꝛie errours and debates in mat⸗ 
ters of religion haue bene mo⸗ 
proce vnquiet and contentious 

perſons, 


to 
their erronious opinions, And 
to the intent that it do not onely 
appeare that the ſame our confef- 
llon is only 
the true rocke Chꝛiſt 
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religion: Euen as wee 


fo notwiſtanding minde to con⸗ 


feſſed trueth, tough the grac 
ofthemoſt yighcſ, tre our lat 


ende. 
And ſo firſt-and in ene 
wee confelle with an vn ned a 
aſſured heart, that we ſtedfaſtly 
belecue whatſocuer is reuealed, 


and grounded! in the holye 


trewe, chꝛiſtian and vncozrup= 


Apoſtles did compꝛehende the 


ſetting forth the enden and 
chuſtian 


foꝛ our own perlo(asheretofoze) 
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tinue by theſaid — —— 


contained, taught — 


pheticall and apoſtolicall Tartz⸗ 
ture and doctrine in the righte, 


ted vnderſtanding , and mea⸗ 
ning of the ſame: in ſuch loꝛte 
as the churche in the time of >= ; 


pꝛincipall 


rr Ames « An reer ac. am an cf 
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the confeſgion of the connſel of 
NE and Athanaſius, the foꝛ⸗ 
_ annedand ecard. 


ter, ought id 0 | 

— — aaa at 
-" | Arhanaſusin his Symbolo: who⸗ 
ſocuer wilbe ſaucd, d, mul befoꝛe 
al things holde the true chpitian 


And ſceing the confeſgion and 
declaration ofthe ch2iſtias faith 
which in our time and namely in 
the yeere of our _ god ww 
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aboue named creedes 02 c 

ons, as a ſummaric of them * 

—— aro onkenndn we 

— unde a 
eſt and vnfallibleſtfoun- | 


pth the that 
came to the knowledge of Gods. 
— —_ and —_— 
ed the ſame, # w other Electoꝛs 
and Pꝛinces beeing addicted 
thereto, wee alſo foꝛ the maine⸗ 
tenaunce of — vnitye 
and peace, in ghte and 
true — I mea 
ning ofthe ſame, 3 this | + 


— 
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The confelsion of 


of dur minde and meaning, and 
to the intent our deare chili den, 
the whole poſteritye and cuerye - 
particular en mape (as 
it were in a bꝛiete ſumme og col⸗ 
lection ) vnderſtande what wee 
particulatiye belecue and holde 
in all and cuerye of the articles 


of the chꝛiſtian faithe, and no 
man after our deathe maye de⸗ 
fame vs with anye erronious 
ga 


opinions and ſectes, a 
the cuſtome and 
manie vnquiet perſons, in theſe 
dapegs of the euill woꝛlde, and foꝛ 
the ſatisfying of them which 
vnderſtande and interprete the 
ſaid confeſsion of Auguſta and 
the Apologye thereof in ſome 
poyntes after another ſenſe and 
meaning, then the letter and true 
vnderſtanding can beare, follo⸗ 
wing the direction of Goddes 
Woꝛde whereto it rekerreth A 
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Prince Friderich, " | 
ſeifas to the chiefeſt foundation: 
wee beleeue, holde and confeſle 
from the bottome of our heart, 
the articles of our olde trew and 
knowen Chꝛiſtiã faith in maner 
a8 koloweth. 


Beleeue in God the father almightie maker of 

heauen and earth: and in Ieſu Chriſt his onely 
Sonne our lord: ho was conceiued by the holye 
Ghoſt, borne of che virgin Marye : ſuffred paſſion = 
vnder Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, buried 
and deſcended into hell. He roſe againe the third 
daye from death: he aſcended into heauen, and 
firrech on the right hande of God the father ak 
mightie. from thence hee will come to iudge the 
c and the dead. I be leeue in the holie Ghoſt: 
che holy church vniuerſall, the communion of 
Sans che forgiuenes of ſinnes: the riſing againe 


of the bodies ; and life euerlaſting, 


That is: 5 
We beleeue and confelle, that 


the eternal father ot our lozd Je⸗ 


ſus Chꝛiſt made heauen and 
earth and all that therein is of 
— ng, and * vet 4 515 
and gouerneth the 
B. iii. cternall 


The confeſsion of 


eternall wiſedome and pꝛoui⸗ 


dence, And that not foꝛ our ovon 
dcſertes oꝛ wotthinelle, but of 
mecre grace and mercie and at⸗ 


coꝛding to his godly pꝛouidente, 


foꝛʒ his onely begotten and deare 
ſonne Lhziſt Jcłus ſake: he alſo 
is our God and Father, vppon 
whome we haue ſo ſet and repo⸗ 
{cd our confidence, that we dout 
not but that he will pꝛouide foz 
vs all thinges neceſſarie foz our 
bodies and foules hereafter, cuE 
as hchath done heretokoꝛe. And 
as hitherto he hath turnedtoour 
beſt and pꝛoſite, all ſuch euils as 
the deuil and the woꝛld haue at⸗ 
tempted 5 inſt vs, euen ſo here⸗ 
after he wilbe no leſſe gracious 
and merci vnto vs.eing hee 
is able to do it as an almightie 
God wil allo doe it as a louing 


ather. 
8 DSecondlye 
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— wee belecue and 
confelle, that Jeſus Chꝛiſte the 
ſonne of the almightie God, from 
the beginning begotten of the 
Father, is one and the ſame 
6DD with the Father and 
tyc holye Ghoſt, and at the time 
appointed (as it was determi⸗ 
ned in the eternall wiſedome of 
God) was conceaued by the ho⸗ 
lie Ghoſte, in the wombe of the 
molt pure and alwayes virgin 
Marye: tooke vppon him our 
flelbe, was boꝛne into thewozld, 
To this ende, that hee beeing 
our King and highe Pꝛieſte fo; 
which cauſe he is called Chʒiſt) 


might be our Mediatour and 
bꝛother, receiue vs to 


and 
as a true Jeſus and Sauour, 
reconcile vs to his heauenlye 
Father. We alſo beleeue that 
Foz that cauſe hee ſuffered a 
moſte ſhamefull deathe vnder 
B üit Pontius 


he contets1on of 


Pontius Pilate the J adge; to 


the intent he might redeeme and 


deliuer vs from .cuerlaſtinge 
death wherin we otherwiſe were 
and muſt haue perpetually re⸗ 
mained: and to deliuer and loſs 
vs from the curſe which bythe 
ſinne and fall of our firſt fathers 
Adam and Eue, was rooted in 
all mankinde. 

we belecue alfo and confeſſc Þ 
this Loꝛde Jeſus Chꝛiſte being 
made an offering vppon the 


croſſe is ſo puiſlant and ſtrong, 


that by the power and ſtr 
of the ſame through the woꝛking 
ofthe holy Ghoſt, our olde man 
is with him crucified, dead ⁊ bu⸗ 
ried, ſo as the cuill concupilcen⸗ 
ſes of the fleſh ought not anye 
moꝛe beare rule in vs, but rather 
we ſhould offer vp our ſelues vn⸗ 
to him, as a ſweete ſacrifice of 


| thankelgiuing. 
We 
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3 allo x that ae 
buried and therefoze vndoubted⸗ 
ly dead yea alſo that he deſcended 
into hell to the intent that in our 
greateſttentations we might al⸗ 
ſure our ſelues that our Lo2de 
Jeſus Lhuſt, by his vnſpeakea⸗ 
ble ſo2owes , pangues and hoz- 
rours which he alſo ſuffered in 
his ſoule both vpon the croſſe and 
bcfoze ;Hath delinered vs fromp 
ſoꝛowes and paine of hell#S0 
that krom hencetoꝛth neither hell 
noꝛ the deuill ſbal hinder oꝛ hurte 
vs in our ſaluatiõ. Me beleue alſo 
with our heart, that the third day 
he role again from the dead. And 
we are certainly perſuaded. firſt 
that byhis reſurrection hee hath 
— death; to the intent hee 
might make vs partakers of the 


righteouſnes, which he hath pur⸗ 

chaſed foꝛ vs by his bi 
and death, Ind ** 
alſo 


paſſion 


y * 2 . „ 
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alſo now by his power ſhould bee 
reſuſcitated #quickencd to new⸗ 
nes of life. And thirdly, that the 
reſurrection of Chꝛiſte is a molt 
ccrtaine aſſurance vnto vs, that 
as he is firſt riſen vp from 
death,ſo wee allo at the laſt daye 
ſbalbe rayſedvp againe to life c= 


that Lhuſt our Loꝛde truely and 
viſible with his manifeſtedman-= 
oode which he had tak] on him, 
aſcẽded vp into heanen i there 
ſitteth on the right hande ot his 
heauenly Father, that is to ſaye, 
with heauẽly and odly maieſtie 
he ſbeweth him ſelfe vnto all the 
holy Angels and mt to be a head 
of his whole Church: and from 
thence allo truely and viſiblie (as 
he aſcended vp) hee ſball _ 
come downe in the cloudes in the 
dominion and maieſtie of his Fa- 


ther, 


And further, wee alſo belecue 


ther to iudge the lining and d the 
dead. And yet notwithanding 
wee confeile and acknowledge, 
that albeit our Lo2d JEDUS 
Chꝛiſt true God and man, accoꝛ⸗ 
ding to his humane nature is 
now no mode in earth, but in hea⸗ 
uen, vet acco2ding to His God⸗ 
head, maieſtie, grace and ſpirite, 
hee neuer departeth from vs. 
And wee litle eſteeme that which 
is ſayde by ſome, that both the 
natures were ſo vnited and con⸗ 
founded in Chꝛiſte, as though 
his humane nature were in all 
places as the diuine is. Foz ſee⸗ 
ing the diuine nature is incom⸗ 
pꝛehenſible, and alwayes to bee 
found in all places, it followeth 
neceſſarilie, that it is both with= 
out humane natute, which was 
aſſumed,# alſo perſonallie vnited 
to 182 euen as the diuine 
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nature neuer left — when 
Lhaiſt was coceaued in 
of the bleſſed virgin. And all this 
which our Loꝛd Chꝛiſt hath ſuf- 
fered and done, we beleue and cõ⸗ 
keſle that it hath bene done foꝛ the 
behoofe and benefit of vs, # that 
he thereby hath giuẽ him ſelt vn⸗ 
to vs as our —— + And beſides 
the reſt, this comtoꝛteth vs molt 
that weare aſſured thatour fleſh 
is alreadie in heauen, a that our 
Sauiour Lyult 
down vnto vs fro thẽce his holy 
ghoſt as ap — wy tee 
tion power whom, we ſecke 5 

thinges which are aboue where 
Liſt ſitteth on the right hand of 
God his Father, and not things 
here vpon earth. 


Thi 
feſſe, that holy Ghoſt with God 
the Father and God the ſonne, is 
8 true on, and eternall _— ” 
cond- 


the wobe 
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Jeſus ſendeth 
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„wee beleue and con⸗ 
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ebe er er t view 
ow — vs partakers thꝛough a 


kaith in Chꝛiſt, ot al his good 
and beneſiteg, and further 


— he os our comfozter , and is 


with vs, and will remaine with 
vs vntill the ende. 

As touching the vninerſall 
Chꝛiſtian Church we belene that 


the ſonne okt God hath out of all 


kinreds and generatrons of men, 


choſen a congregation vntohim 


ſelfe fozcuerlaſting like, by theho- 
lie Ghoſt, his godly woꝛd in the 
vnitie of true faith: which ſrothe 
beginning of p woꝛld he hath: 
thered, + yet gathereth to 
prcſerueth x dekẽdeth, Tbeleue al⸗ 
ſop we are a liuely member ther⸗ 
of and ſo ſhall remaine eternally. 
Ot the communion of Saints 
we beleue and confelle that wee 
with al and euerie true beleuers, 


as members of our Loꝛd Jeſus 


Lhuſt, 


INTe1 
S1On 


Liniſt hane-a communion and 


tocietie in all his treaſures and 
8, and thercfozc we acknow⸗ 
ge that wee are debters of all 


ſuch gittes, as hc hath imparted 
willingly 


vnto vg. to beſtowe the 

and ioyfully to the pꝛoſit q helpe 

of others our commembers, 
Mee beleeue and confeſſe N 


that God the Father foꝛ 


faction and ful paiment 75 — Chꝛiſt 


Jeſus hath foꝛgiuen, and neuer 
will call to remembꝛance our 
ſinnes oz ſinful inclinations and 
22 , wherewith wee haue 

to fight all the dayes of our life, 
but rather will giue and impute 


vnto vs Þ righteouſnes of Chʒiſt 


Jeſus. So that wee neede not 
2 =_ afraid of the iudgement of 
od, 
Okthe reſurrection of the fleſh 
we beleeue and confcile, that not 
onely our ſoules, when Fre OR 


nd wh ond. 2p, en. ens. and. bat 


es ee 2 AG, ods ny ant Gadd py Gn 2h 


aw. as to 


L *rince Friderich, 
be departed out — bodies by 
tempoꝛall death, are in the ſame. 
inſtant takẽ vp and receiued vn⸗ 
to Chtiſt their head, but allo that 
our fleſh ſbalbe in the laſt day vni⸗ 
ted againe with our ſoules , and 
made confoꝛmable vnto the glo⸗ 
rious bodie of Chꝛiſt Jeſus. 
Df lite euerlaſting, we beleue 
and conteſſe, that euen as now we 
fcele in our hearts the — 
of an euerlaſting iov, fo th 
lite wee ſhall po fiele an eternall 
vleſſednes which neither eie hath 
ſecne, noꝛ care heard, noꝛ anymig 
heart can conceiue. God bee al⸗ 
wayes thãked # pꝛaiſed therfoze, 
and thereto helpe vs God the Fa⸗ 
— — — — 
rue and euerlaſting God. Amen 
And foꝛ aſmuch as wout cauſe 
we haue bene ſufpected ol many, 
as though we helde a beleued not 
in ſuch * ok the holy 9 
acra⸗ 


Sacraments, as became good 
Lhuſtians , wee haue thought 
good immediatly after Þ foꝛmer 
Conteſſiõ ot our faith to ſet down 
alſo in wuting our plaine Con⸗ 
feſſion of thoſe pointes. 
Wetherfoze beleue and coteſle 
both with our mouth, hearte and 
penne that all Sacramentes af- 
well of the olde as newe Teſta⸗ 
ment, were appointed and oꝛdai⸗ 
ned by God him ſelfe, to this end, 
that they all ſhould ſigniſie and 
pointe as with a ſinger vnto the 
bloudie offering of Chꝛiſt Jeſus 
once accõpliſbed vpon the croſle, 
as vndoubtediy all the patriar⸗ 
ches and faithfull fathers inthe 
olde Teſtament herewith onely 
when they killed their lambes # 
other bea ſtes, that after the ſame 
ſoꝛte the ſeede of the woman, the 
Loꝛd Jeſus ſhould beflaine, and 
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rincePriderich, 
mabe a ful cariffaction and pai⸗ 
ment foꝛ the finncs of the whole 
woꝛlde. And therefoze the holie 
Sacraments (as many hundzed 
yeres hitherto in the ſcholes hath 
bene taught to youth and pet is) 
are onely Sacræ rei ſymbola., & in⸗ 
uiſibilis gratiæ viſibilia ſigna: that 
is to ſay viſibic ſignes 02 ſcales of 
a holything.namciy of the grace 
of God in Chꝛiſt Jeſus, whereby 
we are aſſured and made certain 
or that which otherwiſe in Gods 
Woꝛde by God him ſelfe and his 
holy Pꝛophets # Apoſties hath 
bene pꝛomiſed vnto vs. And we 
belcue and holde ſtedaſtiy, that 
the Loꝛde God thought chicllicſt 
vpon the wcaknes and infirmitie 
of mans nature and (as the only 
knower and ſcarcher of hyeartcs) 
vnderſtoode how hard it was foꝛ 
the nature of man to beleue the 


naked worde of: God which is 


Ci. pzeachcd 


he confelson of | 
pꝛeached and dedareds in the holp 
Goſpcl. And thercfozche would 
alſo repꝛeſent and ſect befoze our 
eycs ſuch things which we daily 
vic, and are moſt knowen vnto 
vs, to quicken, ſtirre vp, ⁊ ſtreng⸗ 
then our faith, to the intent that 
thereby wee might giue the ſoo⸗ 
ner credit to the ako pꝛeached. 
As the ſame may appcare by this 
ſimilitude taken from wozldlp 
things namely when wee receiue 
fro an Emperour, Ring, oꝛ other 
great Pꝛince, aicttcr oꝛ wꝛiting, 
although the ſame be ſubſcribed 
with the Pꝛinces owne hande, 
pct wee are not ſatiſficd theres 
with, ik the ſcale bee not annexed 
alſotoit. And incaſe the Seale 


be put thereto, then it contenteth 
vs, and then we may ſaye, J haue 
from that Emperour, King, dc. 
a lctter# (calc, wherein this oꝛ 
is wꝛitten and ſignified vnto me. 
But to ſpcabec of the vic _ the 
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Prince Friderich. 
Sacraments, we beleue and c0= 
feile that the holy Sacraments 
or the new Teſtamẽt, as the holy 
Baptiſme and Supper of the 
L92de, were oꝛdeined of Chꝛiſte 
him ſelte, to that ende that Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtians ſbould vle them, holde thẽ 
in great reucrece, and not deſpile 
them, Fo2 that they are not onely 
markes whereby we are knowen 
to be Lhuftians, c ot᷑the opẽ pꝛo⸗ 
tcilion betoꝛe God mã of the co⸗ 
uenant ⁊ grace of God, but alſo c= 
ſpecially # pꝛincipally are true it 
aſſured tokẽs d witneſſes of gods 
grace towardes vs: Foz which 
cauſe whe we ſhal haue yoo chil⸗ 
dꝛen boꝛne into this woꝛlde, wee 
ſhould not as ſome do ſuſfer thẽ to 
be 8,9, 0210,yercs old, till they be 
of ſome reaſonable diſcretio, and 


then firſt baptiſe them: But ra⸗ 
ther much moze cofozt our ſclues 
with that which our Loꝛd Lheiſt 


Cu. 


ſaid 


The confeſsion of 


ſayd to his diſciples Mark, 10. Let 
title childzen come vnto mee: for 
of ſuch is the kingdome of 
ucn . If then the kingdome of 
heauen belong vnto — chil⸗ 
dꝛen (as it is vndoubtedlytruc) 
why ſhould we then doubt that 
they are not alſo compꝛehended 
and concluded in the coucnant 
which God made with-Abraham 
and the belcuing fathers hereto= 
foxc » And foꝛ that cauſe wee 
ought not by any meanes ſeclude 
oz foꝛcloſe them from the holie 
Ok the efficacie and wozking 
of the holic Baptilme, we beleue, 
that our childzen, ſceing (as is 
befoze declared) they be compꝛe⸗ 
hended in the couenant, when 
they ſhalbe baptiſed accozding to 
the articic of our true, olde and 
vnuerſall faith, and allo be af- 
terwardes 1 vp 1 the 
ame, 


SS SuM NR 


3 4 6 


ſame, they are alſo made parta⸗ 
kers of the bloudie death of our 
Loꝛd and ſauiour Jeſus Chziſt, 
and all his bencfites which hee 
hath purchaſed vnto vs by his 
ſaid Ru in ſuch loꝛte that they 
not onely receiue the outwarde 
ſcale of the holie Sacrament; 
which is the elemẽtall water vp- 
on their outward bodies, but like 
wiſe inwardlie are baptiſcd in 
their ſonics by Chriſte him ſelfe 
with his bloud which was lhed, 

and aiſo thzough the wozking of 
the holie Ghoſt regenerated and 
boʒzne again to be ncw creatures, 
Foz as the elementall water of 
the holie Sacramẽt in baptiſme 
is not Chꝛiſtes bloud, noz the ho⸗ 
ly Ghoſt it ſelfe, ſo alſo the holie 
Ghoſt o2 bloud of Chuſtis not in 
the Sacrament of the clemental 
water. Ind although the elemẽ⸗ 
3 accozding to his pꝛo⸗ 
L tit, pertie 


pertie and nature can do no moꝛe 
then outwardly clenſe the bodie, 
and reacheth not ſofarre as vnto 
the ſoule, pct the bloud of Lhuſt 
clenicth the ſoule inwardlp to-c- 
uerlaſting life, And as the mi⸗ 
niſter doth the one, fo doth Chꝛiſt 
the other, as ſaint lohn the Bap⸗ 
tiſt witneſſeth in the third chap⸗ 
ter of ſaint Matthewes Goſpel: J 
baptiſe vou with water to repen⸗ 
tance oꝛ amendement ot life, but 
he that commeth after me is ſtrõ⸗ 
ger then J am, whole ſhoes Jam 
not woꝛthie to carie, he ſhall bap⸗ 
tiſe you with the holie Ghoſt and 
with fyze . And like vnto this 
is the ſaying of Saint Paule in 
thc tenth Chapiter of his firſt e⸗ 
piſtle to the Corinthians, that after 
the ſame ſoꝛt the Iſraelites were 
baptiſed with the cloudes and 
ſca, as alſo they were fedde with 
Manna, and d2zonke the water 
which 
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kher to be holdẽ in great 


vp to death foꝛ vs, and his bloud 


which pꝛoceaded out ot p rock. ic. 
And to ſpeake ofthe holy moſt 
woꝛthy Supper ot our Loꝛd Je⸗ 
ſus Chꝛiſt, we beleue and con 
willingly, w al other Chꝛiſttans, 
that our Lozd Jeſus Lhull firſt 
inſtituted p laid Supper, which 
he him ſelte kept with his Diſct- 
ples, And therefoꝛe it ought not 
to be deſpiled of Chꝛiſtius but ra⸗ 
eſtimatiõ 
ct reuerence. Foz the Lozd Jeſus 
foꝛ this cauſe oꝛdeined this par⸗ 
tictpation and fruition of bꝛead 
and wine, that thereby weſhould 


death vntill his comming: and 
after wee haue bene inſtructed X 
aſſured thereof, both befoꝛe God 
and man, acknowledge # pꝛaiſc 
this his great benefit,thatthe bo- 
die of Lhult hath bene deliuered 


ſbed toꝛ p foꝛgiuenes of our ins: 
Ci. Which 


remember him and declare his C. 


whith if — - ſhalt 88 


and take vnto vs with true faith, 
it wilbe a true c ſpirituall foode 


and dꝛinke to cternall lite, as the 
viſible bzcad and wine is foode 


foz the nouriſbing ofthe cozpozal 
bodie:ſeeing we are in Chꝛiſt mẽ⸗ 
bers of him the head, branches of 
him the vine tree, incoꝛpoꝛated 
into him by his ſpirit, and ſo foꝛ 
hig ſake and through him ſhall 
obteine foꝛgiuenes of our finnes, 
iuſtiſication und life cuerlaſting. 
Wee belcue alſo that wee at this 
daye haue no other Supper oꝛ 
Communion then as our Loꝛde 


Jeſus Lhaiſte at his laſt ſupper 


oꝛdeined and held it with his dil⸗ 
tiples, and that wee ought not to 
hauc any other, + much leſle vle 
any other, vnles wee would con⸗ 
tcmptuouſly offende againſt the 
nnen and in ſtetution 


Now 
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Now i ita can not be denied but 
muſt be confeſſed of ail (that ovb⸗ 
ſtinatelie + malitioufiy ſceke not 
to contende) that our Loꝛde Je- 
ſus Chꝛiſt did not delmer vnto 


his difciples his naturalli ⁊ then 


pꝛeſent bodye as it was ſitting 
at the table, ⁊ not pet crucified, 

to be eaten with their coꝛpoꝛali 
mouthes a much leſſe gauc ozr&- 
manded his blood to be dzunke, 

which was vet in his bodie, and 
not ſhed(as at thele dayes ſome 
haue cauſed a great diuiſion in 
the Church of God teaching that 
men muſt belceue, that they mut 
cate and dꝛinke in the communi⸗ 


on the bodie and blood of Lhuft 


with their coꝛpoꝛal mouthes, as 
it was then naturall and pꝛelent 
at his laſt ſuppet᷑: and whoſoc= 
uer will not belecue and conkeſſe 
— without great pꝛeiu⸗ 

dice of their conſciences they —— 

not 


Toh.6. 


that thou art Chꝛiſt the ſonne of 
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ſers of the Sacramentes and 
great blaſphemers of god) But 
rather he commanded vs to eate 
his bodie which was the day fol⸗ 
lowing nailed to the croſſe, and 
dꝛinke his blood which ſhoulde 
bc ſhoxtely ſhed, euen as the very 
woꝛdes of Lhuſthim ſelfe ſulfi- 
ctentlye giue vs to vnderſtande. 
Ind wee doubte not but that his 
Diſciples befoe at Capernaum 
were ſufficientiy inſtructed# per⸗ 
ſuaded what was the meaning 
and maner of the eating of his 
bodie and dunking of his blood, 
ſo that they had not anye occaſi⸗ 
on oꝛ cauſe to make the leaſt dout 


therein: As alſo Peter himſelte 
notablie conteſſeth, ſaving: Loꝛd 


whither ſbould we go, thou haſt 
the woꝛds of euerlaſting lite, and 
we haue beleeued and confeſſed 


the 


not beleeue, they are called deſpi⸗ 
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the liuing god. 

Out ot which confcſlis of Pe⸗ 
ter which he made not alone toz 


him ſcife, but in the name ot all 


the twelue Apoſtles, it appea- 
reth that hee had vnderſtoode 
and receiued ſuch ſufficient in⸗ 
ſtruction out of this ſermon at 
Ca pernaum, that neither he noꝛ 
the other elcuen had any cauſe to 


_ aſke what the loꝛd Jeſus meant 


by ſuch his laid inſtitution, 

And therckoꝛe wee beleeue 
and confcſle that in the holye 
ſupper of our Loꝛd JE SNS 
CHRIST, where it ſhalbe 
kept accoꝛdynge to his -owne 
inſtitution, to the faythfull (foꝛ 
whome this Supper oz Com- 
munion is onclye oꝛdeyned, c⸗ 
ucn as fo2 his diſciples at the 
firſte) the trewe offered and cru- 
tiſied bodye of LChaiſtc _ 
a 


ie. Conte f 


nefitg which he hath purchaſed 
by his deathtoꝛ his people, ſbalbe 
giuen and dcliucred by hꝛiſt him 
{clie vnto our hungrie ſoules fox 
foode,X his blood which he hath 
ſbed foz the fozginencs of ſinnes 
foꝛ our dʒinke. And ſo litle did 
the diſtance oꝛ eſpace ot the time 
hinder his dilciples at that pꝛe⸗ 
ſent, namelp, t hat although his 
body was not yct offred and cru⸗ 
cified,no2 his blood yet ſhed, yet 
his ſaid diſciples did eate his ve⸗ 
ry naturall and humane bodye 
which was boꝛne of the imma 
culate virgin Marie, ⁊ ſhould be 
ſbortely after deliuered vp foz 
them ã did dꝛinke his true blood 
which ſhoꝛtly ſhould be ſhed fox 
them, as though it had bene de⸗ 
liuered vp and ſbed alreadie: So 
alſo the diſtance of the place hin- 
 dzcthnotvs and other faithfull 

bclecucrs, 


al his — — be⸗ 


beleeuers, that is, that wee alſo 
with the holy apoſtles accoꝛding 
to the Loꝛdes inſtitution do cate 
the ſame body of Chꝛiſt # dꝛinke 
his bloud, althogh the Loꝛd Je⸗ 
ſus with that his naturall body 
be now no mote vpon carth, but 
ſittcth in heauen on the right hãd 
of god his heauenly father, from 
whence he {hal come to iudgethe 
liuing and the dead, as the arti⸗ 
cle of our Chꝛiſtian faithe tca- 
cheth d declarcth vnto vs. And 
therfoze we haue no need of this 
queſtion, whether with his ſelfe 
ſame naturall bodiefenſiblte vp- 
pon earth, (as Howns at the laſt 
ſupper with his diſciples) he can 
be pꝛecẽt with vs in our commu⸗ 
niong: But it is inough that we 
vnderſtand out ofhis woꝛd, that 
he with his ſaid bodie wilbe nct= 
ther viſtble noꝛ inuiſible neither 
compzchenſtble noꝛ ang 
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ſible bpon carth. And 
les he is as the almightie ſonne 
of God at all times and in al pla⸗ 
ces with his grace, and holie ſpi⸗ 


rit with his, and chiellye in his 


0 


holye ſupper where hee is bothe 


our hoſte and foode. And as the 
miniſter doth diſtribute the pꝛe⸗ 
cious Sacramentes, ſeales, and 
tokens, that is the bleſſed bꝛead 
and cuppe of the Loꝛde, ſo doeth 
the Loꝛd therewith impart vnto 
the faithfull him ſelfe fo2 bzcade 
and dzinke,(not of the wozldlie 
bodie,as the fignes of wine and 
bꝛe ad are otherwiſe trew meate 
and dꝛinke vues men) but rather 
a meat and dzinde vnto cuerla⸗ 
ſting life foꝛ their hungrie and 
thirſtye foulcs, beaten Downe 
and diſmayed by the knowe⸗ 
ledge and conſideration of their 
ſinnes , and of the wrathe of 


God, 
Now 


neuerthe⸗ 
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Now theꝛefoꝛe if this queſtion 


be made, how Chꝛiſt the Loꝛde 
ſeeing he is with his bodie aboue 
in heauen, and wee here vppon 
carth,can fcede vs with his ſaide 
bodie: we an were with S. Am- 


broſe that albeit we be here with 


our fect vppon earth, yet are we 
with our head aboue in heauen. 
Ind with S. Paul, Me are al bap⸗ 
tiſed by one ſpirit into one bodie, 
and wee are all made to dzinke 
one ſpirite. And in this our con⸗ 
fels ion wee referre and remitte 
dur ſelues to the holie and god⸗ 
lye Scriptures of the olde and 
newe 'Teſtaments.and conkeſſe 
herewith frankelye and freelye 
befoze the ſighte of Almyghtye 
God, whome no man can abuſe 
oꝛ deceaue, that we vndoubtedly 
thinke, that if wee did belecue oz 
—— otherwiſe of the ſayde 
ye Sacramentes, wee then 
ſþould 


x.Cor. 12. 


- a; © 49465 Gall 
he confels1on' of 


ſhould as much as in vs laye, o⸗ 


uerthꝛow the articles of our old, 
trew and chꝛiſtian faith, and ſo 
ſhould not be able to ſtand befoze 
the tudgement ſcat of Chꝛiſt Je⸗ 
ſus in the laſt day. Foꝛ when as 
in the articles ot our vndoubted 
chziſtian faith wee confclle that 
there is but one only cuerlaſting, 
almightie ⁊̃ incõpꝛehenſible god⸗ 
head in thrice percõs, which both 
made, gouerneth t cõſeructh all 
things: then muſt it needes bee 
not as ſome haue giuẽ out) that 
the humane nature of our loꝛd 
Jeſus,but the man Chꝛiſt by his 
godlic nature, is almightic and 
in all places woꝛking and pꝛecẽt 
at once, Alſo the oncly begotten 
ſonne of god thzough p working 
of thc hoiyc Ghoſt tooke vppon 
him and retaincth fox cuer to the 
great comfoztc and aſſurance of 
our ſaluation, a true and uch 
ne 
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ned humane | 
ours in all pꝛoperties ot nature 
(inne only excepted.) And ſo vn⸗ 
doute diy after # befoꝛe his reſur- 
tection, allenſton, ⁊ gloꝛie at the 
right hand ol his father, accoꝛ⸗ 
ding to his ſaid humane nature 
is and was viſible, compꝛehenſi⸗ 
ble, and at all times in one place 
pꝛetẽt, accoꝛding to his good will 
and plcaſure, as he witnelleth 
ofhimſcifstn the 24 Chapter of 
the Goſpell after S. Luke: This 
Loꝛd Jcſus Lhaiſt is our onelyg 
Sauiour, mediatour, hie Prieſt, 
King, and Pꝛophet, Loꝛde and 
head of his congregation. And 
therfoze the miniſtersot p church 
cannot baptiſe vs with the ſpirit 


and blood of chꝛiſt. but only with 


the out warde elemental water, 
noꝛ feede and dꝛinke vs with the 
bodie and blood of Chꝛiſt, but w 
the viſible * wine. 
i. 0 


le CONTEISION'O! 


of his ſpirit bodic# blood, Chꝛiſt 
him ſelt oncly maketh vs parta⸗ 
kcrs by faith to the foꝛgiuenes of 
our ſinnes and lite cucrlaſti 

Pf he truly ſuffred foꝛ vs, 1 he 
in verye deed were crucificd and 


dead, then in the time of his paſli⸗ 


on, his manhood was not in om⸗ 
nipotencic ct gloꝛy like vnto his 

godhead in all places, in hcaucn 
and earth, but ſutffred c died, not 


wout infirmite: It allo his dead 


toꝛpes was truely laide into the 
graue, thẽ was it not betozc there 
noꝛ after his burial was it in all 
places but there foꝛ p time onelp. 

Ik it be true that foꝛ our bene⸗ 
fite Hee deſcended into hell, then 
was hec not at that time, as vet 


ſet at the right hand of GOD! 


his Father in his heauenly glozy 
and matcſttc. 
It it bee trewe that out of the 


grauc he roſe vp from death, then 
was 


pa poi on 
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nce Frider 


was the ſoule befoze. not he the 
body, ⁊ ſo the ſaid body was not 
bcfozc out of the graue, # alſo af-= 
terwards remained not therein. 
It it be true that hee aſcended 
by into heauen ſt ſitteth there as 
perfect man on the right hand of 
his Father, then accoꝛding to his 
humanitie he was not already a⸗ 
boue befoꝛe, and alſo after his aſ⸗ 
cenſion he remained not inuiſible 
belowe, oꝛ in al places pꝛeſent, c 
incompꝛehenſible: but ſbeweth 
himſelf there viſtbly and compꝛe⸗ 
henſibly in the heauenly habita⸗ 
tion betoꝛe the faces and fight of 
his holpe angels and men. And 
therekoꝛe hee cannot be without 
hoꝛrible idolatry ſaid, to be in the 
bꝛead of the communion, oꝛ in a- 
ny one place els, thẽ at this pꝛelẽt 
ſought by our pꝛayers aboue in 
heauẽ, ⁊ honoꝛed X inuocated as 
only pzcſent and bodily there. 
D ii. Jf 


The-confeſsion of 


Ik it be true that as hee afcen⸗ 


ded vp, he ſhal come down again 
from heauen tn the cloudes, then 
is hee not alreadie & befoze inui⸗ 
ſible belowe. And he ſhall not bee 
in al places viſible and inuiſible, 
but viſible in one place, with his 
humane nature, that is, in the 
cloudes where he ſhall ſhew him 
ſelte as a iudge ofthe liuing and 
of the dead. 

He ſendeth alſo his holy Spi⸗ 
rit into the heartes ok his electe 
to aſſemble and gather together 
vnto him amongeſt the genera- 
tions of men, fro the beginning 
of the woꝛlde vnto the ende, an 
vniuerſall church oz congregati⸗ 
on, which hath the verye ſame 
and like tclowſhippe with their 
head Chꝛiſt, to whome he partt- 
cipatcth all his heauẽly benefits: 
And this fellowſhippe oz com⸗ 
muniõ ofyſaintsis not wr 


by 
of 


Prince Friderich, - 
by a viſible o2 inuiſible entrance 
of the bodie of Chꝛiſt into our bo⸗ 
dies, but by the dwelling and 
working of the ſpirit of Lhzilt in 
them and in vs. We alſo which 
le, come vnto the Supper of the 
is Loꝛde, ſhall not noz can not 
he haue anye other participation oz 
m habitation of CYRJST in 
d | vs, then ſuch as all the faithfull 
had, which from the beginning 

i= | of the woꝛlde haue bene ſaued, oz 
te | ſuch as they which cannot come 
2x | vntothecommunton, now haue 
„and ſhall retaine cucrlaſtinglye, 
g | Yea Lhzſtin his holye ſupper 
n | wilimpart#giuevnto vs p fru- 
= | ition ot himtelt no otherwiſe the 
je o farre ⁊ in ſuch ſoꝛte, that he ac⸗ 
r | co2ding to the ble of the ſaid ſup⸗ 
per not onely in this lite, but in 
: the lite to come, will euerlaſting⸗ 
- | Ivedwell and remaine with vs. 
And ſeeing it is aſſured and cer⸗ 
D iii. tainc, 


The confeſsion of 


taine, that hee giucth the fruition 
ot him ſelf vnro vs, it is not to be 
thought that he wil againc incõ⸗ 


tinently departe from vs, as to 


the great diſhonour of the Sone 
of God hath bene foꝛged by the 
papiſtes,but will remaine in and 
With vs euerlaſtingly. 


Jfhchath purchaled vnto vs | 


thc-fozgiuenes of all our ſinnes, 


through his bitter palſio + death 


vpon the croſſe,. in caſe we ſbal re⸗ 
ceaue, take, applie and make the 
lame pꝛoper vnto vs by true faith 
as Þ fulſatiſfactio x ranſofo2 our 


ſinnes, then had he not a nature 


dcifted pꝛeſẽt in euery plate, but a 
very true humane, viſtble, ct cõ⸗ 
pꝛehẽlible bodte, # alfo at $ time 
ſubiect to death, which was (fin 
excepted) in al thinges like vnto 
ours, foʒ otherwiſe we could not 
be ſaued fro mour * by him. 
Hebrewes,2, 


3 It 


rince-Friderich, 


It our fleſhe ſhall riſe againe 


. 


from death be made 3 
of cucrlaſting life through 
then muſt our head 5 Jo cus 
haue bene conuecrſant here in his 
trew humane nature, and not a⸗ 
lone in his godlie, ſpirituall and 
inuiſible nature, pꝛeſent in euery 
place: but ret aine fo2 euer the 
liknes and vnitie of his humane 
nature, which it had and hath 
with our nature, ſo that we may 
foz cuer bee his bꝛethzen and 
members ot him, planted and 
graffcd in him, as the bzaunches 
in the vine tree, and lo be and re⸗ 
maine alwaies his fleſhe and his 
bones. 

And laſtlye if the communt= 
on of LYRJS'T and of all 
his giftes and benefites righ⸗ 
— and lyte euer laſting, 


was not otherwyſe purchaſcd 
D iii. bnto 


rere 


* * 


vbnto vs, then by his death vpon © 
the crolle, and otherwiſe cannot | © 
be obteined of vs, but thzough' f 
trewe faith, which the holy ghoſt I 
woꝛketh in our hearts, then it is | 1 
certaine that neither the vſe of | t 
v holy Sacraments, noꝛ vet any e 
other in ward oꝛ outward wozke 0 
ex opere operato is, by vertue of p 
f 
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a wozke done: can make vs par⸗ 
takers of Chꝛiſte 02 his benefits. 
But the holye Sacramentes 
are godlye tokens and ſcalcs, 
by which our faithe is ſtrengthe⸗ 
ned: and they doe directe and 
leade vs to the onelye offering of 
Chꝛiſte which hath bene once 
made vpon the croſſc fo2 vs. And 
there cannot come vnto vs anye 
ſuch communion d fellowſhrppe 
with Chꝛiſt when we only heare 
outwardely the viſible woꝛde oz 
pꝛomiſe of the Sacraments, as 
whe inwardly we beleue na” 
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Prince Fric 


ofthe G atpel which ſbalbe heard 
and pꝛeached vnto vs. And ther⸗ 


foze although the viſible ſignes 


may be abuſed by the vngodliy ſt 
wicked to their condenatton , yet 
the inuiſible and heauenly gitte es 
and benefits which we appꝛehẽd 
onely by our faith, muſt onely be 
=_ remainc pꝛoper to the faith- 
u 

And in this cofcſſion and pꝛo⸗ 
fellion of our Chꝛiſtian and true 
faith, both nowe and at al times, 
we bequeath our ſoule when it 
ſhalbeſcparated fromour moztal 
bodie, to the holie and vndiuided 
Trinitie. God 5 Father our ma⸗ 


ker, God the ſonne our redeemer, 
mediatour, and onely Sauiour, 
Chꝛiſt Jetug, God p holy Ghoſt 


our true comtoꝛte: humblie befc= 
ching from the bottome of our 
heart our oncly redeemer and ſa⸗ 


utour . Jeſus, 5 hee would 
vouch⸗ 


e confeſsion 0 | 
vouchſafcto holde his gratious, 
mercitull and ſauing hand oucr 
vs, encreaſe our faith and graunt 
vnto vs a hꝛiſtiã and good ende 
in perfect ſenſe and memoꝛie: and 
when wee ſhalbe ſcparated from 
this earthlie bodie & wofull vale 
of miſcric, that it would plcaſe 
him to carie and receiue vs vp in⸗ 
to euerlaſting reſt, peace, and blec⸗ 
ſednes, in his fathers kingdome, 
which he hath pzomiſed, purcha⸗ 
{cd and pꝛepared foꝛ vs and all 
the faithtull, by his bitter death 
and ſhedding of his moſt pꝛeti⸗ 
ous bloud to remaine there in the 
compante of his Sainctes and 
| - true beleeuers in Chꝛiſte Jc⸗ 
us. 
And as we thinke to bec ſaued 
bythis our foꝛmer Chꝛiſtian con⸗ 
keſſion, and to appeare with a ioy⸗ 
ful coũtenance befoze the iudge⸗ 
ment ſcatc of Chʒiſt Jeſus: 29 
6 
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we admoniſh, warne and pzaye 

our deare childꝛẽ, hetresandſuc= 
ceſſours in moſt friendly ſoꝛt. as a 
true father, ct alſo gratiouſlie re⸗ 
quire ſuch our ſubiccts as by 
Gods oꝛdinãce haue bene comit- 
ted vnto vs, our coũſellours, olfi⸗ 
ters, and eſpeciallie our Uniuer⸗ 
litic, ſchoole ⁊ miniſters, ot᷑ what 
dignitie, ſtate oz degree ſoeuer 
they bea their lucceſſours:we al⸗ 
ſo oꝛdaine, comade, enioyne vn⸗ 
to thẽ a cuerie otthẽ, by vertne of 
the immutable cõmandemẽt ot᷑ 5 
almightic God of Abraham, who 
laid, know he will gine charge 
vnto his childꝛen dt his houſt at⸗ 
ter him, that they may keepe the 
wapes of the Loꝛde, and doc 
that which is good and right in 
his ſight, to the intent the Loꝛd 
maye bꝛing vpon Abraham that 
which hee pꝛomyſed vnto hym. 
Ind therekoꝛe wee will and — 

mande 


ne cc | tel 10 [ 0 * 
mande with the greateſt carneſt= 
nes, charge, ct ʒeale that we can, 
that they not onely koꝛ their own 
perſons perſiſt cõſtant vnto their 
end by this acknowleged,confef= 
ſed and bleſſed truth at the holie 
Goſpel, and foꝛmer Chꝛiſtian cõ⸗ 
feſlion. wherby the hozrible dark= 
nes of Popcrie in our dayes 
thꝛough the vnſpeakeable good⸗ 
nes and mercie ot almightiz God 
hath bene confounded# thꝛowen 
downe: And beſides ioyfully and 
frankely confeſle the ſame befoze 
God and the wozlde,z neuer aba- 
lienate 02 withdꝛaw them ſelues 
krom the ſame, to the intent that 
with vs (as wee heartily deſire) 
they may bee partakers of cuer- 
laſting-ſaluation : But chicfly# 
puncipally-wee deſire them, as 
Chꝛiſtian aud godlie Princes E 
magiſtrates, to whom p defence 
and propagatis of Gods knowẽ 
veritie, 
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veritie, is by almightie God him 
ſelte verie carneſtly impoſed and 
commanded as their chiekeſt and 
higheſt office, that they would w 
all diligence haue a due regarde 
that the holy and bleſſed Goſpell 
and v onely trueth of God (which 
is infallible and ſhal not paſſe a⸗ 
way but remaine fo euer) may 
be pꝛeached and taught vnto all 
their lubiectes dt others apper- 
taining vnto them, accoꝛding to 
the contentes ofthe Pꝛophetical 
and Apoſtolical ſcriptures, pure⸗ 
ly and vnfalſified: that thzough 
the bleſſingokalmightre God the 
ſame may be ſtil planted, inhe⸗ 
rited and p2ofeſſed by their ſuc⸗ 
ceſſours and poſteritie, to the in⸗ 
tet they may be partakers of the 
rich and gratious pꝛomiſe of our 
Loꝛde and Sauiour JESUS 
Lhutlt,ſaying, Deeke ürſt ỹ king 
dome of God and the 3 
ne 


nestherof 

giuen vntoyou:truely x aſſuredly 
confirming t#ſtrengtheningthem 
ſelucs with the commandemẽt # 
comfozt of almightie God, which 
he gaue to his louing & truc ſer⸗ 
uant Ioſua in thcſc woꝛdes: Be 
ſtrong and ot a moſt valiant cou- 
rage, that thou maieſt obſcrue X 
do all things accoꝛding to p law, 


which Moyles mp ſeruant hath. 


commaunded thee. Turne not 
from it neither to the right hand, 
no: to the left, that thou maieſt 
pꝛoſper and pꝛoceade wiſcly in 
all that thou haſt to do. And let Þ 
booke of the Lawe neucr depart 
frothy mouth, but meditate vpõ 
it day c night, that thou maicſt do 
and obſcruc al thinges accozding 
as it is wutten therein. 
Sccondlie, foz as much as 
both nowe and alwaycs it hath 


fo come to paſle, that when Gods 


wozde and holie Sacramentes 
haue 


athe reſt ſball fall oꝛ be 
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Prince Friderich 
haue bene in — — taught 


T 


ad miniſtred purelie, clerely and 
without darkenes oz falſchoode, 


and almightie God by hig bleſled 
woꝛde hath gathered vnto him a 
Churche, that then immediatlie 
and fozthwith pcnemie of Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian faith, d raging deuil, partlie 
ſovocth his weedes amõg it, and 


partly oppoſcth himſcif dt Taflaul⸗ 


tethit whis whole foꝛces q might 
t goeth about by al meanes he can 
not only to ouerthꝛow ⁊ quench it 
with his outward power, but al⸗ 
ſo by ſtirring vp of diuers diuiſi⸗ 
ons, cõtentions falle # erronious 
opinions, which alſo inp time of 
our gouernmẽt (as is wel knowẽ 
vnto all men) not without ſome 
daũger haue allo happened vnto 
vs, d cſpccially in p ſome vnquiet 
and contentious perſons of mere 
ambition ⁊ ſetled hatred, where⸗ 
as they could not publiſh a —_—_— 
0 
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and verie earneſtly laboured to 
ſlaunder ⁊ cauill the Cathechiſme 
and booke of the oꝛders and re⸗ 
foꝛmation ot our Church, which 


we cauſedto be publiſhed, and to 


bung the ſame into ſuſpicion by 
ſondꝛie ſimple and well meaning 
people. All which notwithſtan⸗ 
ding by the helpe and grace of al- 
mightie God, whileſt we ſuffered 
our ſelues not to be caried away 


frõ the right line of Gods wozde, 
noꝛ to be made afraide by any rc= 


ſpect ofoutward power, but tru⸗ 
iy and cõſtantly followed our of- 
fice and calling, in the end won⸗ 


derfully contrarie to all mens ex⸗ 


pect ation, with great and appa⸗ 
rant benefit both woꝛldly # eter⸗ 
nall, and many other bleſſings ct 
commodities which happened to 
our people, which did at length 
ſub mitte them ſelues obediently 


booke of — — about 


vnto 
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vntothemanifcſttructh, we out⸗ 
ſtoode# ouercame them all: and 
out of Gods woꝛde haue ſtopped 
the mouthes of ſuch as ſo oppo⸗ 
ſed and ſet them ſelues agsinſt 
our ſaid Chꝛiſtlan Catchechiſme # 
booke of oꝛders, ſo as to our great 
comtoꝛt, the eyes ot many haue 
bene thereby opened, and bꝛought 
to the right vnderſtanding ol our 
true Chꝛiſtiun religion and con- 
fellton of pure doctrine, 

We therefoze pꝛave admoniſb 
and warne our dcare child2e, alſo. 


ſters fubicctes , c eſpecially our 
Uniuerſitie and Church at Hey- 
delberg, that ſccingthe malice, de⸗ 
ceipt and ſubtiltic of the diuell, 
and ſo the dañgers of true faith⸗ 
full Chziſtians, are like euerie 
daye maze and moze to encreaſe 
and ware greater: They would 
in conſideratiõ ot ſuch imminent 

Ei. perils 


The confeſsionof = 


perils haue amoze true, diligent” 


and earneſt regarde thereto, not 


onely to ſet fozwarde this good 
wozke, as they minde to auoyde 


the heauie anger and diſpleaſure 
of almightie G O D, and his e⸗ 
uerlaſting and wozldlic puniſh= 
ment vpon them, and tender the 


their poſteritie, but alſo not ſut⸗ 
fer them ſelues to bee feared, tur⸗ 


ned awayeo: ſeduced from this 


knowen and confeſſed trothe, fox 


any contentions alreadie entered 


into the Lhurche, feare of offen- 
ding, reſpectes of perſones, de⸗ 
ceiptes and other ſubtrities of 
this vayne wozlde , but rather 
open their eyes, awake, take 
hecde, ĩ do their beſt endeuours, 
that in ſuch places of our domi⸗ 


nions as gods trothe hath alrea⸗ 


die bene taught and reteiued, may 
there ſtill and conſtant ly be _ 
ne 


ſaluation of them ſelues and 


Sg ae 4, Ga 


PrinceFriderich, 
ned, kept. and increaſed, And in 
caſe the ſame hitherto thzough 
any empechementes of the wic= 
ked diuell, and other defaultes, 
ſball not haue bene perfectly in al 
places eſtabliſbed, knowen and 
rooted in our ſaid ſubtectes, that 
then inſuch place oz places by Þ 
grace and meanes of a 
God ⁊ Chꝛiſt Jcſus, they would 
p2ocurey the ſame may be bꝛoght 
in, taught t planted , to the euer⸗ 
laſting and tempozall pꝛoſit and 
benefit of our ſaid lubiectes. 
Eſpectally x foꝛ the third point, 
we will X pꝛay our deare ſonnes, 
to beware d tate heede of all con⸗ 
tentious X vnquiet miniſters in 
churches a ſcholes, which in theſe 
times go about to ſtirre vp in mat 
ters of faith ̃ religion, ſondꝛic e⸗ 
uill cõtentions, and ſtrites about 
woꝛ ds, bling vnpzofitable condẽ⸗ 
nations ⁊ cenlures againſt other. 
E ü. Lhuſtian 
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Lhtiſtian Churches a Scholes, 
Which ncucrtheles agree in the 
pꝛincipall foundation and chicte 
articles of the Chꝛiſtian faith, 
and repoſe the ſaluation of their 
ſoules vpon the onely Sauidur 
and redeemer Chꝛiſt Jeſus : go⸗ 
ing about by ambition and per⸗ 
ucrſe3cale, to bʒing in and crect 
a pꝛetended iuriſ diction ofa holy 


Ghoſt, and cue as in time of blal⸗ 


phemous Poperic, fecking both 
to rule and haue dominion oucr 
the conſciences of magiſtrates 
and ſubicctes, and to conſtitute a 
newe ſupꝛemacic: whereby not 
onely diuiſions and bitterncs of 
mindes both in tempoꝛall and 
ſpirituall gouernementes haue 
followed, to the ouerthꝛowe and 
ruine of them: But alſo therc⸗ 


by octaſion hath bene giuen to 
the Pope and his followers, to 


perſecute our true and Chꝛiſtian 


kkcligion 


rere 5 . oi. 
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Prince Friderich. 


5 with tyꝛe and Cwoꝛde, 
mentes and other Oe 
puniſhments : and thercby 

to coeltabliſh aud-confirmchjs own 


tyzannic the moꝛe. As (the moze 


is the pitie) manic cramples 
partly already heretotoꝛe happe⸗ 

ned euen in our dayes in ſome E⸗ 
lectours and Pꝛinceg | 


atopy c 
would n as much ag 
them ſhall FE beware at h 
daungerous i vuguict perſoi , 


E ut. enemies 


The confeſsion of 


enemies of peace and quietnes; 


and neither lulfer them lelues oz 


anie other vnder them to be pey- 
ſuaded oꝛ exaſperated by their 


ſelues: But rather to efchciv and 
auotde them, and alſo whereas 
no amendemẽt can be looked fot, 
to ſuppꝛeſſe them: 
that they de not partakers of the 
deteſtabie and horrible perſecu⸗ 
blond whichvorh 11 dean 
0 l in the Em 

of Butchland and other on 
diſbe nations haue followed by 
ſuch vnchziſtian condemnation 
and cenſures : Euen as we foz 
the moſt part haue in like maner 

foꝛ the aboue reherſed and other 
Chꝛiſtian and weightte cauſes, 
agreed, conſented and vnited our 
ſelues with ours and 


other Elect 
tes. And hereby notwith⸗ 
ding it is not meant to take 
% 


from 


meanes'01 oꝛ diuided among them 


to the intent 


eee 


Prince Friderich. 2 

from true and godly miniſters 
ſuch puniſhmentes and cenſures 
as appertaine vnto them foꝛ the 
— of blaſphemies , and 
confuting of errours that may 
happen, accoꝛdingto the wozd of 
GD D with Lhziltian decencic, 
which is to be eſtabliſbed #vſed 
not to the ouerthꝛowing, but 


lioz PedifyingofÞ Church 
ok Lhulte Je= 
ſus, dt. 
£ iiii. THE 
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IHE ANSWERE OF, 
the moſt famous and excellent Prince 


William Lantgt aue of Heſſen. fent to the 
EFrenche ng, by the Lord of Ville- 
quier Ambaſſadour from his 
Maieſtie to his ex- 
cellencie. 


=). dle moſt faiousind 
Prince; 
WES! At raue '6f Heſſen, 
haun receintd p mel 
ent iim krom the Frenche 
King by the Loꝛd ok Villequier his 
Highnes Ambaſfadour.,rcndzcth 
his Maieſtie moſt hartie thakes 
fo2 the good will it pleaſcth him 
to — towards him: pꝛomi⸗ 
ſing that foꝛ his part, his High⸗ 
nes ſhal alwayes finde his excel⸗ 
lencie foꝛward and readie, to an⸗ 
were him with the like: as his 
Maieſtic may cleeriy ſee and vn⸗ 
derſtand by all his foꝛmer actiõs 
tending to no other marke, but to 
the maintenance of that q 00D a⸗ 
mitie and intelligẽce which yary 
> 0 
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to che french King. 


— datiabe: the 
—ñ— 


4610 cchiefeſt matter which 
As foꝛt matter 

the ſald If Villequicr had to 
comunicate:with eſadPunce 
the Lantgraue, in Þ Ring his ma⸗ 
ſters name, to wit, that 

had, at the tute and reanelt de the 
ſtates aſſembled in his tovone of 


oflong 


Reems Oh the Latholk 
Jpoſtokque tend Komilt ;hiver- 
moe — 


e, thatthe ume true 
dea which ar dane one 
taught at Rome ny the 
— might thꝛougy his 
merci⸗ 


The Lantgraues anſwere 


planted tate roote, and be main⸗ 


teined in the king 
but alſu, as — and. me⸗ 
as ith dal ares te wal 
in 

and plated in Rome, as we finde 
theſaid Apodir Paul hach left wit 
nelled in dis cpiſfie witten to the 
Romaines. 

But it is a matter verie well 
knowen both to the King himſeit 
and to many other good men, euẽ 
thatarcpzofello2s ofthe felflame 
Komuthe religion that 


(after the 
Apoſtles time, when the authoꝛi⸗ 
tie ofthe Biſhop of Rome became 
ſo wollen and puffed vp, that it 
would needes bea topgallant a⸗ 
baue Emperous- Kings. and all 
onarches of the 


merrifuliſulfcranec;benotoncly 


dome of Frice, 


* 


r 
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thing cauſed our Aunceſtoures 


men in other cou 
quieting of their conſciences, 
and becauſe GO D did ſo ex 


do tlie french Ring. 
kaith, betame through many ab⸗ 
uſes, mens tradicions, errours 
and Jdolatries, er deta⸗ 
ced t falſified, A matter greately 
complained ot, by many good mẽ 
both of hie calling d others, not 
onely at this day, but long ſince, 
and many ye res ago, deſiring no 

th _ as to lee p church 
of £ | refozmed, But it 


—— not as we maye appa- 
rantly ſce by al hiſtoꝛies. Which 


and pꝛedeceſſoures of moſte woꝛ⸗ 
thye memozye, and ——_ good 
ntries, for the 


pꝛeſſely commaunde them to fltc 


from Idolatry, to withdzaw the 
ſelues from the odedience of the 


Pope ot Rome, c ot᷑ thẽtelues to 
make a refoꝛmatiõ accoꝛding to 


p wꝛitings of the holy Apoſtles 
and 


I he Lantgraues anſwere 


and Pꝛophets, becauſe they had 
no other meanes whereby to ob⸗ 
taine it, and being perl waded as 
thetructhis, that is better to 
obey God then man. 

And it is wel knowen that af- 
ter theſe lög and manifold trou- 
bies, wherwith the kingdome of 
France hath bene pitifully wa- 
ſted #bzought to a very lowebbe, 
there could de no better way pol 
ſibly deuiſed vpõ, to appeaſe foꝛ⸗ 
mer troubles #to mas an end of 
thoſe gricuouscalamities which 
haue thꝛough ſo long continuãce 
—— — yo 5 
rant rupne, then, tofuffer them 
—— ue wdꝛawen thẽſclues 
from the ohe dience of the Pope 
— — mẽtioned, 
to liue with freedome of their 4 
ſciences vndcr the free exerciſe ot 
on refozmedReligion,aceozding 
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ditt; pꝛomiling that he woulde 


ES. to the french King. 

to that confeffion which they pꝛe⸗ 
ſented to y King his bꝛother that 
dead is. Accoꝛdingiy as was in 
fine accoꝛded, agreed, graunted a 
by othe pꝛomiſed, by his Maiec⸗ 
ſtie, and his Lounſaile, dy the 
Qucene his mother the P2inces 
of his blood, and officers of his 
crowne,and othcr noblemen and 
gentlemen of his pꝛiuie counſell, 
by a perpetual and irreuocable 


mainctayne and keepe thzough- 
lie and in all poyntes the peace 
laſt made it publiſbed in al parts 
of his Realme, Jn witnes wher⸗ 


of, and ofhis good intent # mea- 


ning therein, he allo ſent the lame 
to p ſaid Princes excellence, ⁊ to 
many other Pꝛinces ⁊ noblemen 
ofthe Empire, by letters Am⸗ 


baſſages vang theſe termes fol- 


lowing, That he would kee 


— this 
edicte of pacification inuiola 


ly for 


cuer, 


The Lantgraues anſwere 
euer, as che fir can penny and 
pledge of his word given to his ſub= 
iects, which, he ſaid, he had a care to 
2 keepe truly and fairhfully, | 


But his excellẽcy ſeing his ma⸗ 
teſtic pꝛelẽtiy ſo ſodeinly chãged, 


clean contrary to — age 


miſcdbefoze, to ſuffer him ſelfe 
to be ſo eaſely caryed away with 
a fewe of the ſtates aſſembled at 
Bloys, whoſc billes were not an⸗ 
lWerable tothe charge that was 
cõmitted vnto them, but as men 
eaſit to be wõne ſuffred thẽlelues 
to be framed to thefantaſic of the 
aducrſe partie, contrarie to all 
and reaſon, as they of the 
2mcD religion doe complaine 
and laye foꝛthe their gricfes a⸗ 
gainſt them, to reuoke Þ which 
— had befoꝛe ſo aduiſedly, and 
vpõ ſo good ground and counſel! 
ſolẽnely pꝛoteſted, to wit, that he 
would utter þ free exertite of the 
retoʒzmed 
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reputation, #likewiſe his ſtate, 


5 pgs 5 * | | 
tot 16 Trench ing. 


refozmed celigis for euer, Wher= 
by his maieſtie hath renewed 5 
fozmer troubles and diſoꝛders of 
his rcalme , which were hardly d 
with great difficuiticquenched# 
appcaſed, coulde not but be gric= 
ued at theſe news, not only in re⸗ 


ſpect of his maieſties hond and 


which entred vervdeeply into his 
exccllency, coltdcring what occa⸗ 


ſiõ was offred herebyi to all Pꝛin⸗ 


ccs chꝛiſtiã, to concciue ot his acti 
os other wile then could wel ſoñd 


to his honoꝛ tt credit, but alſo foꝛ 
—— regard + deſire he had top wel⸗ 
ſatety ⁊ pꝛeſetuation of all 

his lubiettes in gencrall. Foz 
though diuers — had 
bene bꝛought to his excellẽcie be⸗ 
foꝛe, yet notwithſtãding he could 
—— be perſuaded to credit the, 
being of opiniõ, that d rumoz had 
ben opẽly deutſed vpõ ſome griet 
cocetued — his — po 
ome 


. 1 * 


— md; becauſe it 
agreed wholy with that rumoꝛ tc 
repoꝛt which he had heard befoze 
which bekoze that time hee could 
not in any wiſe perl wade hun 
ſelfe to be true. 

And although his maicſtic bec 
not bounde to make his excellen⸗ 
cie an accompt ot his doings and 
actions , — though his ſaid 


withCanding his crecliencie be: 
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do che french King. 


* ſaid-lo2de of Villequier what his 


will and intent is, his ſaid exccl- 
prferuationofÞ Kinghigmaic 
p ion ghis maie⸗ 
ſties honoꝛ can do no leſſe but lay 
fozth plainelybetoꝛe him what he 
thinketh a in ſinglenes of hearte 
ſhewe vnto his maieſty W no leſſe 
plainenes d vpꝛightnes then he 
vleth in al his doings what he is 
perluaded is molt cõuenient not 


only foꝛ his honoꝛ t pᷣ ſafety ofhis 


perſõ, but generally foꝛ his whole 
ng his maicſty to take 
it in no woꝛſe part then hee doeth 
meane it. 


And firſt his excellẽcy can not 


think. c much lelle cã he be perlua 


ded to belcue,p any mi whatloc⸗ 
uer hee bee either or honour oz of 
good iudgemẽt 5 deſreth p wel- 
kate c honoꝛ dt his maieſtie, ⁊ pꝛe⸗ 
ſeruation ot his crowne, would c- 
uer counſel him to bꝛeake 5 edict 
Fi. ok paciſi⸗ 


je Lantgraues aniwere 


of pacification was laſt made, 

and diſanul that which he had ſo 
ſolemnely \wozne #t pꝛoteſted to 
kcepe foꝛ euer inuiolably # with⸗ 
but breach in any point & article 


whatlocuer. ; 

Foz firſt of al in ſo doing he ha⸗ 
zardcth al his honoꝛ c reputatio, 
t al hope he might haue to grow 
greater hercatiter,in ſo much as 
there is no oznamet ſo pꝛetiousſt 
wel beſceming either kings, pʒꝛin 
ces, oꝛ other noble mE# gentleme 
e 

ei be, as to ir 
mes inuiolably. As on otherlide 
there is nothing 5 ſoũdeth moze 
to their dilcredite # diſhonoz,02 þ 
which dzaweth Þ good willes # 
peoples hearts fro them, oꝛ is ſo 
pꝛeiudicious thurtefull to their 
greatnes, as to ſpeak one thig in 
woꝛde t to doe an other thing in 
dee de. All hiſtoꝛyes both eccleſi⸗ 
aſticall and pꝛophane, all = 


degree  qualitie focuer 
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Hex ac well e as moderne 


teach vs and witneſſe vnto vs, 
not onely how ſhameful a faulte 
this is in the ſight of men, but al⸗ 
ſo howe dilpleaſing it is to God 
himſelt, who hath in foꝛmer time 


poured out his iuſt iudgemẽt vp⸗ 


on them that haue faulted in the 
ſame. To which purpoſe his ex⸗ 
cellency cannot but lay betoꝛe his 
maieſtie amongſt an infinite nõ⸗ 


ber ot others, the example of La⸗ 


diſlaus Ring of Hungarie, Boheme 


and Polonie, that dead is, who 
becauſe he ſuffred him ſelfe to bee 
perſwaded by the Pope # Cardi⸗ 
nals vpo a wicked ⁊ foliſh colour 
5 he ſhould be eaſily abſolued af- 
terwards, to bꝛeake his pzomiilc 
Which he had giuen, not to one 5 
made p2ofeſsion of Lh:fttanity, 
but to Amurates Emperoꝛ of the 


turkes# enemy to vᷣ chꝛiſtiãs, did 


by p occaſion not onely lecſe his 
kingdõ but allo his lite æwhat els 
F ii. ſocucr 


The Lantgrates anſwer | 
ſoeuer he had in Þwozid, #moze= 
ouer i beſides p,his head wag, to 
great diſhonour # ſhame of all 
chꝛiſtẽdom, caryed thzoughout al 


p townes of Alia, As his excellẽ⸗ 


cy hath declared moze at large 
this pitiful Hiſfozy Tcertein other 
to Þ ſame effect. to Þ ſaid L. of Vil 
lequier, being moued wy deſire he 
hath to pꝛeuente the miſchicke 
which is like to cnſue.fo2 the ſyn⸗ 
cere affection which hee beareth 
to the weale of France, # only of 
purpoſe.p they might ſerue foꝛ a 
looking glalle ⁊ exãple of others, 
not p he deſircth in any wiſe that 


any ſuch inconuenience ſhoulde 


befall to his maicſtic, which is a 
thing fartheſt from his thought, 
as the ſaid loꝛd of Vill equier can 
inkoꝛmte him and is well able foꝛ 
he luſticiencve that is in him to 
* hig maieſtpe a bewe therc⸗ 
G + 5M 
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who hath moꝛeouer to wey 
conſider diligentlye in him ſclfc 


what troubles ⁊ incöneniences, 


yea what bloodſhedde hee is to 
looke foz in his kingdome, and 


what calamities arc like to cnſuc 


thereof, as alſo what yiſuc maye 
bee hoped foꝛ of thoſe kinde of 
dealings: foꝛ moꝛcouer and be⸗ 
ſides that it wil bee a very harde 
matter fo2 his maieſtie, to roote 
out, not only thoſe that are next 


ok his bloode, but alſo ſo manye 


thouſand pcrſons which arc ail 
his owne ſubiecteg. And dcfire 
nothing moꝛe then to cmploye 
both theit like # goods ⁊ whatſo- 
euer els they might haue in this 
woꝛld foꝛ the ſeruice ot his maic= 
ſtie, it is alſo greatly to be feared, 
the ſame men percetuing nowe 
what his intent and purpoſe is, 
# being cleanc out. of hope foꝛ e⸗ 
uer to come to any reconciliation 

F ui. 02 


The Lantgraues anſwer 
oꝛ to purchaſe the fauour of their 
Prince and naturall Loꝛd: Ind 
leeing them ſelues clean ſhut out 
of all hope ot quietnes hereaftcr, 
be not in ſine conſtrained foꝛ the 
pꝛeſeruation of their lines and 
goods, to rcſo2t to the laſt ex⸗ 
treme remedie, which may be ve⸗ 
ry pꝛeiudicious both to his maie⸗ 
ſtie, and alſo to the Whole crown 
of France, 

And alſo it wil bee very harde 
and a matter of great difficultye 
foz his maieſtie to kicke againſt 
the pꝛicke, and to plucke out of 
the heartes of his ſubicctes by 
foꝛce a knowen and per waded 
trueth, and to ſtoppe the courſe 
of holy Goſpel which the Loꝛde 
will haue ſpꝛedde ab2oade cuery 
day moze and moꝛe, yea, though 


it were ſo p his maieſtye were a- 


 ble(ag happety many men deſire) 
to root out al his ſubiects which 


to the French King, 
make p2zofeſſionokf the ſame refoꝛ⸗ 
med religion, what ſhoulde his 
mateſtie do otherwiſe therin, but 
to the great hurte and decaye of 
his kingdome, diſmember one of 
his armes, yea the beſt arme hee 
hath, and ſo weakẽ him ſcif moꝛe 
and moꝛe, and bereue and ſpoiie 
him ſelfe of his owne foꝛces. 
And though ſome perſuade his 
maieſtie that to haue two diucrs 
Religions in his kingdom is the 
cauſc of thoſe troubles x diſleſi⸗ 
ons which fall out there, and in 
caſe he ſuffer thẽ both, he ſhal not 
be able to kecpe his ſubicetes vii= 


der that obediẽce Which they owe 
to their ſuperioures, foꝛ pꝛoofe 


whereof , they alleage Þ Pꝛin⸗ 


ces x Electors of Germany, who 


wil not ſuffer win their territo⸗ 


_| ries Þcrerciſe of any religiõ, ſaue 


of » which they pꝛoleſſe thẽſelues 
pet notwſtanding his excellẽcie 
F iii. donbteth 


The Lantgraues anſwer 
doubteth not, but p his maicſtic 
knoweth right wel. by the agre⸗ 
ment made in the Empire koꝛ the 
matter of religion, there is with 
in the ſame, free exerciſe of them 
both permitted, and he knowethy 
that thcſame oꝛder is obſcrucd 
in the kingdome of Polonie, In 
like ſoʒt did the Emperour that 
dead is, ot moſt famous memoꝛp, 
and ſo doeth his ſonne the Em⸗ 
perour that now is, ſuffer with⸗ 
in his territoꝛies and in manye 
towneg, yea, euen in his court 
at Vienna, free cxerciſe of two 
religions: by meanes whereof 
was maincteyned in al reſpectes 
as it ts aàiſo at this dave, verye 
good peace and concoꝛde in Ger⸗ 
many, And ſo in like ſozt 2ᷣ king⸗ 
dome of France conſiſting oima- 
ny#Diucrs pꝛouinces, is in no 
—— to be cõpared to any one 
unce DN clector or „ 
ul 
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 carted away with this perſuaſio 
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_ foro it fared not onely with the 


to the Frenc KI . 
only becauſe there is no pꝛopoꝛ⸗ 
cion comparable, but alſo becauſe 
the ſaid Pꝛinces and Electours 
did neuer make any ſuch ſolemne 
pꝛomiſſe to their ſubiccts, as his 
Wateſtichath done to the whom 
God hath committed to his go⸗ 


And therefoze, his excellentie 
pꝛaieth his Maieſtie againe, that 
he would not ſuffer him ſelf to be 


that the lulferance of the exerciſe 
of the rekoꝛmed religion ſhouid be 
the cauſe of thoſe — c dilc⸗ 
ſenſions, which hee continued 
to this day in France, fo; it is no 
new thing toꝛ the Chriſtians and 
pꝛofeſſoꝛs ot true religiõ, to be ac⸗ 
cuſed and blamed as authours c 
càuſes of rebellion and ſedition: 


holie P2ophetes and Apoſtles, 
but allo with Icſus Chil his: 


if, 


The Lantgraues anſwer 
ſelf, although both hee and they 
were w2ongfully charged there⸗ 
with and againſt alltruth , But 
that it would pleaſe his Maieſtie 
to beleue and aſſure him ſcife ra⸗ 
ther that the ſtay and hinderante 
which ſome go about to make a⸗ 
gainſt the free courſe of Chꝛiſtian 
Keligion, is the onely cauſe of all 
thecalamitics and miſeries that 
haue fallen out heretofoze, # may 
hereafter inpkingdom of Frice, 
And thereko2e his excellencie 
pꝛayeth c coũſelleth his Maieſt. 
às earneſtly as he can, p he would 
haue regarde of his honoꝛ, of his 
faith dt pꝛomes. t of hisreputatio, 
to keepe thẽ ſate # vnattainted, t 
alſo to wey aduiſedly how much 
the matter impoꝛteth him, howe 
many and great inconueniences 
depende theron, and neuer ſuffcr 
him ſelt to be perluaded to haue a 
minde to follow a cofiſatle which 
can 
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to the french King, 
canneuer be put in execution, but 
it wilbe the vtter vndoing ofthe 
ſame, the ſhedding of an infinite 
dealc of bloud, ⁊ is alſo directlie 
contrarie to his faith, pꝛomiſe ⁊ 
woꝛd of a inte which his Ma⸗ 
ieſtie hath giuen to his ſubicctcs, 
but rather that hee would main⸗ 
teine and conſirme the edict or pa⸗ 
cificatid that was laſt publiſhed, 
in all the pointes and articles ot 
the ſame. Ind in caſchis Maieſt. 
were delirous to make ſome good 
accoꝛde in the matter of Religio, 
which ſurely were a Puncely act 
and woꝛthy a Chꝛiſtian, he were 
beſt foꝛ the accompliſhing of the 
ſame, to vſc not the edge of the 
Cwozde , but acco2Dding to the cx⸗ 
ample of his pꝛedeceſſours of 
woꝛthie memoꝛie, Conſtantine the 
great, Theodocius , and others, 
the ſharpe woꝛde of the woꝛde of 


| @God,bythe meanes ok a free and 


nationall 


The Lantgraues anfwere 
nationall counſcl:foz it hath bene 
pꝛoper euẽ from the beginningX 
at all times fox the Churche, and 
ſoſhall it continue to the end, that 
ſeeing the foundatiothereof hath 
bene laide by bloud, it ſhall neuer 
be rooted out by ſbeddig ot bloud, 
but the moe it is watered with 
bloud, the moꝛc it ſhallincreaſe,X 
ſtretche moꝛe large ub2oade, 
As foꝛ 8 other part ofÞ charge 
comitted to pſaidL, ok Villequier, 
wherein his Maieſtie requeſteth 
his excellẽcie that he would haue 
nothing to do with them of the 
religion, noꝛ miniſter them any 
alde oz fauour againſt him in caſe 
he ſhould be required to the lame, 
his excellencie would that his 
Maieſtie ſhould witte and vn⸗ 
derſtand,that hitherunto he hath 
medled with other mes matters 
as litle as he might, and eſpecial⸗ 
ly neuer gaue occaſion by 
ape 


to the French King. 
waye of counſcll oz other wile to 
hisſubicctes to tie againſt him, 
and his excellencie hopeth that 
he ſhall haue occaſion euer hereat⸗ 
ter(ſo that it may ſtande with the 
ſafenes of his conſcience) to con⸗ 
tinue in this good affection and 
ſingular amitic which he bearcth 
tohis Maieſtie. 
Whom hee pꝛayeth moſt hum⸗ 
blie in this behalt to take in good 
part all that he hath ſaid bekoze, 
as pꝛoteading from a heart that 
beareth a true affectio vnto him, 
and reſpecteth nothing cls but 
his honour and eſtimation, ioy⸗ 
ned with his pꝛoſperous d quiet 
ſtate, and to ſbewe him ſelfe here⸗ 
in as becõmeth a Kingthat hath 
a care to mainteine his honour X 
reputation with all men, as his 
excellencie truſteth God wil giue 
him the grace to do, which ſhall 
not only tende to the a 


of Gods gloꝛv, but alſo generally 
tothe whole eſtate and pzeſerua- 
tion both of his perſone and all 
his ſubiectes, and of his whole 
Rcalme., 128 3 = 
And this is all that his excel⸗ 
lencie could an were top which 
the laid Loꝛd of Villequier had 

in charge to deliuer vnto him 

from his Maieſtie. 


Giuen at Caſſel the 18. of March, 
1577. | 


Signed beneath. 
William Lantgraue of Heſſen, 


